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Do you remember those beautiful warm days 

on rivers like the Mohaka?! 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Jenny Hilton) 

We have a busy few months coming up and your committee has been busy 

getting ready for the upcoming events. 

First up, we have our Pot Luck Dinner on Friday 31st July.  This will be our first 

Pot Luck dinner since Lockdown and I do hope to see as many of you as possible. 

The next event will be the first of our two Kids Fish Outs on Sunday 2nd August.  

Mark Sherburn from Fish and Game has advised that the day is already sold out 

– which is great news, but it also means that we need a good number of helpers 

on the day.  So if you are able to come along and help – even just for an hour or 

two – please let Brendan Davies or myself know – or better still put your name 

on the whiteboard in the clubrooms.   

As we only have the 2 Fish Outs this year, please help where you can so that we 

can make the days successful and raise some funds for the club.  The second day 

will be Sunday September 6th so if you are unable to help on our August date, 

perhaps you can give us a hand on this day. 

Our Annual Prize giving will be held at the C.T. Club and we have confirmed Sun-

day 30th August with dinner to start at 6pm with a cost of $30 for a buffet meal 

complete with choice of salads, meat from the carvery, a hot selection of vege-

tables and curries. Dessert and tea and coffee is also included in the price.  Tick-

ets can be obtained from any of the committee members with a lucky numbered 

ticket receiving a prize on the evening,   

The A.G.M. which this year your committee have decided to hold at the C.T. 

Club, will be held on Wednesday 16th September, at 7pm.  If you feel that you 

can give a little of your time and help with the running of the club please do con-

sider putting your name forward. 

Many of you will have seen that the Men’s Shed is now complete on our door-

step and the grounds outside have been churned up quite a bit with the trucks 

etc used in the construction. There will be added use of the grounds as the shed  

folk will be using their building every morning during the week.  I am hoping that 

the Council will help to restore the grounds and that this can be resolved as 

soon as possible, as I see this as a health and safety issue. 

So, when you come to the clubrooms, please watch out where you are parking 

and walking and look out for pot holes and muddy puddles. 



Wednesday 16 September 7pm at the CT Club 

Please consider contributing to our Club by putting 

yourself forward for the Committee 

We need people willing to work together to keep 

our Club moving forward 

If we stand still, we our Club will go backwards 

Nomination forms will be emailed to all members 



UPCOMING EVENTS & REMINDERS 

Sunday 2 August Kids’ Fish Out 

Sunday 30 August ANNUAL PRIZEGIVING  

Sunday 6 September Kids’ Fish Out 

Wednesday 16 September Annual General Meeting  

 

Reminder—Club Subscriptions are due 



FISH OF THE MONTH 

Caught by Chris Taylor on Lake 

Okataina 

2.42 Kg  

Condition factor  of 42 

 

 

 

Fly Tying Workshop 

Stonefly nymph by Richard Hendriksen 

Materials list: 

Rubber legs: for tail, antenna and legs  
Copper wire: small to medium for body and fine for the rid 
Dubbing: rabbit or possum 
Shell back and wing pads: Turkey tail feather  
I spray vanish on my Turkey tail feather, it helps to make the shell back and 
pads easier. You can also rub some UV glue on the tail feather and hit it 
with a light. 
Hook: #10 or #12  
Bead: 3mm to 4mm tungsten  



Step 1: Put bead on hook and secure hook into vise. 
Step 2: Slide bead to back of hook and start thread just behind eye of 
hook. Now fold a piece of rubber leg around your tying thread and place 
on top of hook pointing over the eye, this is your antenna. Tie it in with a 
couple of wraps, whip finish and cut thread. 
Tips for this step is to use thin thread or to keep thread wraps to a mini-
mum as you still need to be able to slide bead back over it. 
Step 3: Slide bead back over the antenna up to the eye. Now start thread 
behind bead and wind back towards the bend of hook. Now tie in the tail 
the same as you did with the antenna but this time have it pointing to the 
rear of hook. 
Step 4: At the same tie in the large copper wire on your side of the hook 
and the finer copper wire on the other side of the hook. Also tie in a slip 
of Turkey tail feather (slip about 4 to 5mm wide) upside down long the 
top of hook so shiny side down doll side up. Advance thread up to bead 
and half hatch. 
Step 5: Wind the larger wire with touching turns up to the bead and tie 
off and remove the waste piece. Wind thread back over the larger wire to 
where you want the thorax to start. Now pull the Turkey slip over and tie 
down with a couple of wraps, don't cut the waste just lift it up. With the 
thinner wire counter wrap with open turns up to the bead tie off and re-
move waste wire, but don't catch the Turkey waste with the fine wire. 
Step 6: Wind thread back down to start of thorax so thread is just behind 
the Turkey waste make sure the Turkey waste is still lifted up in the air. 
Now make a fine dubbing noodle wrap two wraps behind Turkey waste 
and the rest in front of it up to the bead. Come back down halfway be-
tween bead and start of thorax. Get two more rubber leg pieces wrap one 
around thread and pull it around to your side of hook and do the same 
with the other one but pull it up to the other side of hook secure with 
thread wraps. 
With a pin or needle lay it in front of the Turkey waste and fold the waste 
over it and tie down with a couple of wraps and lift it back up in the air. 
Repeat the dubbing noodle up to the bead, and repeat the Turkey waste 
folding again this time you should be at the bead tie down and remove 
the waste now. Whip finish and remove thread. 
Now you can add vanish or UV glue to the two wing pads.  



Lock Down Challenge Winner 

Roy Coulsen 

TASK 1 

Passions and Heredity Traits 

 

 If you believe in inherited ancestral traits it is inevitable that I 
would become an angler and a match angler to boot. My father and 
grandfather fished competitions (fishing matches) and on the wall in our 
lounge to this day is a treasured photo of a group of anglers preparing for 
a fishing outing. 

My father was an accomplished angler at club level and was usually in the 
first three in the public house club that he belonged to. He took me fish-
ing when I was about three, carrying me on his shoulders and I used to sit 
at the side of him whilst he fished the canals and rivers of the industrial 
midlands. 

As my angling apprenticeship proceeded I fished the boy’s matches and 
occasionally won a prize. My father would point out some of the grown 
up anglers on matches and tell me that this man or that man was a 
“Trentman” or an “All England Man”.  

These anglers to me were heroes, the sort of worship that young kiwi 
children bestow on All Blacks in New Zealand. 

A Trentman is an angler who has won a Trent Badge by achieving a win-
ning position in the Trent Angling Championship and the badge is a silver 
lapel badge worn proudly by the anger concerned. Two thousand anglers 
fish the Trent Championship, or used to. 

An All England Man is an angler who by his achievements in matches has 
been selected to represent his town in the All England Angling Champion-
ship where twelve hundred anglers compete to be national champions. 



This is what inspired me to become an angler and I spent many hours sitting 
on the bank watching and learning from masters of the craft and with all 
things we never stop learning.  

In 1951 I won my first Trent Badge and in 1952 I represented the City of 
Derby in the National Champs later becoming the captain of the Derby 
team.  

The Horse and Trumpet (Public House) fishing club. My father, Grandfather and 
Uncle are in this photo. The occasion is the annual fishing match. 



Task 2 

The Gillie 

Hook  Mustad 9672 size 10 or Mustad 3666 size 8  
Thread  Black 6/0 
Tail  Black squirrel tail 
Abdomen Two peacock herls 
Ribbing .010 copper wire 
Wing Case Golden pheasant tail 
Thorax  Three peacock herls 
Hackle  Golden pheasant tail 
Weight  .020 lead under body 
This dressing is the Coulson variation on the Shaw Thing (Fly Book page 3) 
and replaces the original wing case of ring necked pheasant tail with a 
golden pheasant tail. 

Tie in a black squirrel tail after first “stacking” it. The tail is just less than 
the hook length and is tied as an under body up to the head position. 

Tie in the ribbing and two peacock herls and take the herls to the wing 
case position and tie off and then tie in approximately 12 golden pheasant 
tail flues and leave in the upright position.  

For the thorax tie in 3 peacock herls and wind to the head position and tie 
off. 

Bring the ribbing from the tail and tie off at the head position. 

Double the 12 golden pheasant tails over and form a neat head and dou-
ble the flues back to form a hackle which can be swept back on either side 
of the fly in a wing hackle or halo format. 

The write up on the dressing and the development of the Gillie was carried out in 
1992 and is an excerpt from my Fly Book written at that time. 

As more time is spent angling; more knowledge is acquired.  

I now know that the Gillie looks nothing like a damsel nymph, probably more like 
a dragon fly nymph? But it still is given a ceremonial wetting and occasionally 
takes a fish!  

R Coulson April 2020-04-13. 

 



This dressing is an extension of the Shaw Thing devised by Les Shaw of 
Missouri who was the Boeing Rep. at Air New Zealand and my constant 
fishing companion in the late eighties. The Gillie accounted for close to a 
hundred trout over the two week Christmas Holiday period in 1988 at 
Aniwhenua with browns to nine and a half pounds and rainbows to eight 
pounds six ounce. The average weight of trout at Aniwhenua in the 
1980’s was just over four pounds. 

The Coulson variation is tied on a Mustad 3666 # 8 with .020 lead wire 
wrapped around the black squirrel tail under the thorax. The original had 
a .030 strip of lead tied along the top of a Mustad 9672 # 10. 

Ideally it should be fished on the bottom with a very slow, inch retrieve.   

When casting ensure the fly sinks to the bottom before commencing the 
retrieve. 

Occasionally quickly retrieve two feet or so of line to plane the nymph 
from the bottom simulating a migrating damsel and takes often occur 
under the boat as the nymph rises in the water. 

This fly became very different in the 1990’s when the Coulson variation 
became the Gillie and it was a favoured damsel pattern of the England 
team in the World Fly Fishing Champs 1991. It was my first choice during 
damsel hatches on Aniwhenua and Otamangakau during the eighties and 
nineties and the development will no doubt continue with different hook 
sizes and weights and hackles i.e. Halo, wing and beard configurations. 
R.Coulson March 1992.  



Task 3 

My Dream Destination - Montague Island  

by The Derwent Otter 

In a life spent fishing I have some wonderful and lasting memories of 
dream destinations. 

My Dad used to take me fishing on his shoulders before I started school 
and later on, on the crossbar of his bike. So I have been involved with fish-
ing for over eighty years. 

During that time I have fished England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, British 
Columbia, New Zealand and Alaska and other countries but not too seri-
ously. 

In January of 1987 whilst my wife and I were staying in the Urewera Lodge 
at Aniwhenua I met a English angler who organised fishing trips to Alaska 
and he invited me to accompany him and a group of fishermen on his next 
trip. 

Most of the group were from the Manchester and Liverpool area of Eng-
land so it was destined to be a hilarious adventure. The restrictions on the 
size of this article precludes me from detailing the numerous antics that 
took place on this trip but they were many. 

In June 1987 I took four weeks leave from Air New Zealand and travelled 
to Anchorage to meet up with the group. They were all “city boys” not at 
all used to living in the bush or even under canvas. 

We travelled from Anchorage in a Beaver float plane to small lake that 
was a transit stop before we got in to a light aircraft which carried on to 
land us on the beach at Montague Island. The light aircraft could only take 
two passengers. 

Montague Island is in the Gulf of Alaska which is famous for its halibut 
fishing but we were here for the salmon. The English anglers took a load 
of fish back to England. 

We were on the island for a week and it only stopped raining for a brief 
time one day. 



 

The Beaver float plane the preferred mode of transport in Alaska and the first part 
of our flight to Montague Island. 

I had taken my fly fishing gear but the English anglers were spinning and 
although there were many fish caught spinning the fly was the more suc-
cessful. 

Whilst it was early August it was cold and did it rain? I slept in cold wet 
clothes for a week in a ridge tent and the English city boys were no better 
off. It is a tribute to their fortitude and humour that the expedition was a 
memorable one. 

I fished with a fast sinking number nine line and an eight weight rod and ten 
pound tippet and an egg sucking leech lure which is a peculiar Alaskan fly 
with a “glowie” at the eye end and a long black marabou tail on a number 
four or six hook. 

The method is to cast across and down stream of the river, preferably 
where the redds are and watch the line and when the line twitches (line 
bites) you strike. Occasionally you catch a fish in the mouth but more often 
it is anywhere but.  

Tail, fin, belly or anywhere and very often the fish throws the hook. I did not 
count the number of fish I caught but the largest was a Coho Salmon of 
fifteen pounds and most of them were in the ten to fifteen pound range. I 
also caught Humpback up to four pounds and Dolly Vardon which is a char 
similar to the Brook Trout. 

The estuary and river we fished was the Nellie Martin River and a small trib-
utary. 

The small tributary was a prime possie for the local bears as the salmon 
redds were there and an Alaskan hunter asked us if we carried guns, silly 
question really, we were all from civilised countries. He was armed to the 
hilt with a high powered rifle and a large side arm which he demonstrated 
to us by pointing it at a dead tree and pulling the trigger. 

The tree just disintegrated and the noise was incredible, he said it would 
just scare the bears away. Needless to say I spent more time looking behind 
me for the rest of the holiday! and not at the line.  

 



Montague Island 

 

 

 

A fourteen and twelve pound Coho Salmon taken from the Nellie Martin 
River on Montague Island in the Gulf of Alaska 

 

The Beaver float plane the preferred mode of transport in Alaska and 
the first part of our flight to Montague Island 



Task 4 

My Favourite Fly  by The Derwent Otter 

Asking me which is my favourite fly? Is the same as asking how long a 
piece of string is? 

It is the length that I need to do the job and with the fly it is the water I 
am fishing and the presentation method I must adopt to catch the fish. 

The funny thing about fishing is that the fly that catches the most fish is 
the one that is used most often. I wonder why that is? 

The fly I feel most confident with is my own concoction of a damsel 
nymph and I suppose it is my favourite fly especially at my favoured fish-
ing venue Lake O when the damsel hatches are prolific.  

In January 2006 I was fishing at Lake Otamangakau and on pulling up the 
anchor I noticed a damsel nymph in the boat that had dropped off the 
weed around the anchor. 

I put the nymph in the bailing bucket and took it home and placed it in 
the greenhouse water butt where I studied it. 

It was readily apparent that my ideas of damsel nymphs did not particu-
larly resemble the real thing up to this stage I had been using The Gillie 
from the 1970’s and during the 90’s the O.M.D was developed and I have 
caught many fish on both patterns and they will be still be used, I have 
too much faith in them to do otherwise. 

But the Olive Marabou Damsel became my favourite fly. It has gone 
through many development stages and I believe it will go through some 
more.  

I fish it weighted and un-weighted. When fish are topping I fish the un-
weighted O.M.D on long leaders. 

It is the first fly I put on at Otamangakau and Aniwhenua and I have 
caught more fish on the O.M.D at Otamangakau than any other. 



The Olive Marabou Damsel in one of the early development stages. 

Watch out COVID 19 


