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PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Jenny Hilton) 

Well, this month has certainly flown by and it must be one of the hottest 
we have had for some time! 

However, we also had strong winds at times to contend with. Not condu-
cive for those out fishing, and on top of that I am sure that despite the 
heat that the trout have just not come on yet. There have been some 
good fish caught of late and Hamurana and Awahou along with the 
“Ngongie” are just starting to produce some good conditioned trout. 

We had our stand at the A & P Show but it was not a success this year, 
due in part to the low numbers attending the show, and we were not in a 
very good spot for casting etc. The committee will reconsider whether 
we attend next year. I want to thank Sandra and Iain McLintock, Helen 
and Paul Cameron and Rod Hinitt for helping me to man the stand for 
the day. 

The following day was the annual Hamurana Picnic with good attend-
ance from club members. Many members went for a fish and a few fish 
were caught with Woody 2 catching a good sized trout to take the prize 
for the best fish of the day. 

Again the committee will reconsider our spot for the picnic as we were 
not able to have our normal place and the boy racers caused a lot of 
noise and dust. If anyone has any suggestions please let myself or the 
committee know and we can make changes for next year. Again, I have to 
thank Iain and Sandra for taking the BBQ, table etc. out to Hamurana and 
then taking it all back to the clubrooms for us. Ian Ferguson did a bril-
liant job on the BBQ and he will write a report for the day. 

 



At the present time we do not have a local Club Day Trip for February, 
but I would love to hear of any suggestions so that we can organise this 
for you. These local trips have not been included in the calendar as this 
allows us to organise them and advertise on the Facebook page. For 
those of you who do not use Facebook, Megan will send out emails in 
advance providing details of the day. I encourage you to attend as they 
are always a good day out fishing where you can often gain tips and 
tricks to ensure you can enjoy a day out along with the camaraderie of 
your fellow club members. We also welcome family, friends to join us 
for the day and have a picnic lunch. 

At the end of February, the Bay of Plenty Interclub Competition will be 
run by the Tauranga Club. Errol Ward is the organiser for the competi-
tion with Lake Rotorua and its tributaries being the designated fishing 
venues. Each of the five clubs in the region will compete for several 
prizes including spot prizes. They are using our club rooms as the tour-
nament base and there will be a band and light dinner provided on Sat-
urday night. I would encourage you all to consider entering either as a 
team or as an individual with all fish to be weighed in. The 8 heaviest 
fish for each day from each club will go towards the total result for the 
weekend to decide the winning club. Taupo Club won this last year so 
let’s see if we can beat them this year. Prize-giving will be held at 1.30 
on Sunday. Errol is hoping for a fun weekend with all clubs entering in 
for the weekend. So please do consider this competition and entry 
forms will be available at the club rooms from Friday or you can email 
your entry to Errol at wardby2@xtra.co.nz. 

One last bit of advice – if you do see a great looking fish and need to get 
to it – please take care of your rod and reel - otherwise like one club 
member who shall remain un-named – you could end up breaking off 
the upper portion and be looking at an expensive replacement?! 

Well, good luck out there and enjoy your fishing. Even if you don’t have 
success, being out there is what it is all about. 

Tight lines everyone. 



FISH OF THE MONTH 

 

December 2019  

63 cm Rainbow Hen caught by Chris 

Taylor jigging on Lake Tarawera 

 

 

OFFICIAL WEIGHMASTERS  

To enter the official monthly and the end of the year prize giving competition you 

must fill in the official form and return to the club (behind the bar in yellow enve-

lope)  

Hamills   1271 Fenton Street  07 348 3147 

Trophy Master  Position to be filled 

Terry Wood   07 245 587 / 0277488639 

Roy Coulson   073787930 

Wayne Woodward  07 3572573 

Or use your own registered scale 

The Club Room has a set of scales for us to use 

You need to record the line, weight, length and location 





Photos for our Facebook page—Urgently needed 

Our Facebook page is a crucial window on our RAA activities. We 

need photos of all our activities whether it is fly fishing; fishing 

from your boat, float tube, kayak, jet ski, pontoon, or any social 

occasions.  

Please support our Facebook page and therefore RAA. 

Send photos to either Larry Ware or Armand Grobler 

UPCOMING EVENTS & REMINDERS 

Friday/Sunday 28 February to 1 March— Interclub Competition 

 8 March Open Day 

27 March Pot Luck Dinner 



FISHY BUSINESS 

By Ray Sutton 

You may or may not be familiar with Lakes Rotokawau, Rotongata 

(Mirror lake), Rotoatua and “the dry crater” which are old volcanic vents 

that erupted in a line from Tikitere east towards Rotoiti, many years ago. 

The “dry crater” lies just to the west of the Okataina road. It is not in fact, 

“dry,” as there is a short little stream flowing across it from the west side 

which runs through native bush for 2 to 300 metres before disappearing 

underground half way across the crater floor.  

Some years ago my mate, Jim Fox, discovered two trout in this stream 

which were about 10cm long. He caught one in his hands and being an 

experienced fisherman and ex Turangi Hatchery worker identified it as a 

rainbow trout and released it. I also saw these two trout but did not 

catch one and so am unable to confirm the identification as a rainbow 

trout. 

Ever since this discovery we have been unable to agree on how these 

fish managed to get into this particular stream which seems to come 

from nowhere and then disappears underground again. 

We returned to the spot recently and we were unable to locate similar 

sized trout but we did capture a smelt sized fish as shown in the photo-

graph. I think this is a native trout, probably a “Banded Kokopu” or 

“Koaro”. Despite the possible discrepancy with identification the ques-

tion still remains “How did fish get into this stream?” Did they swim 

there?  Underground?  From where?  Did they fly there? 

We both welcome any theories as this is an important debate which 

needs to be resolved for no other reason than a pint of beer rides on the 

outcome! 

 

 



Jim Fox beside the stream in question 



Banded Kokupu or Koaro? 



RAA Barbecue at Hamurana 26 January 

While it seemed a good proportion of the Rotorua citizenry also de-
cided to share the Hamurana mouth with us, we had a very convivial 
barbecue under the willow trees. A good number of members tried 
their luck with the odd fish being caught. When anglers get together 
it is always an opportunity to share advice, good stories as well as 
bringing out some competitive element. Sunday’s barbecue proved 
no different. Your editor managed to catch a reasonable fish but then 
had the misadventure of his fly line breaking and the fly hook snap-
ping during its release. Some mothers do have ‘em! Wayne W 
showed us why the nymph he demonstrated at a fly-tying evening is 
so successful with him regularly landing trout whilst using it. 

It was very pleasing to see a large number of members, with part-
ners and families enjoying good fellowship, sharing food and stories 
lubricated with various beverages. Thanks to everybody contrib-
uting salads and the Club for providing meat.  

The event certainly demonstrated the importance of having Club 
barbecues as it builds up spirit amongst members and is inclusive of 
partners and families. Please support Jenny H with ideas for our 
February Barbecue venue. 



Spawning trout—release this winter / spring, and come sum-

mer, not only will it have another chance to spawn, the off-

spring will give you many exciting moments and many hours to 

brag in the club house.  The flesh will be like that of the fish  

above. 



Casting tuition at the latest A—Z activity. Fishing for 

grass carp??? 

A number of the participants signed up to join RAA. 



 

Just a variety of the large range of possibilities using 

foam as a  tying resource. 

Thanks to Larry for this informative fly –tying session. 



Fly Tying December 2019    

Demonstrated by Larry Ware. 
This session was devoted to using closed cell foam to create float-
ing flies. The foam can be purchased in sheets or sometimes strips 
from craft stores,( eg AJs), or more expensively from your fly tying 
supplier. 
Foam can be cut into shapes, notched, layered or tied into seg-
ments. There are multiple ways of tying, and it can be combined 
with other materials, fur, feathers, crystal flash, rubber legs, wings 
etc. Flies can be tied large or small, and foam makes an excellent 
substitute for deer. Foam’s pliable nature allows the tier to twist, 
stretch, and bend it to the desired position. But, attaching this 
springy material to the hook can be challenging. Foam is smooth 
and slippery and it can rotate and slide on the hook shank without 
the use of glue. Lay down a good base of thread and use super glue 
to help hold the foam in position. Compress the foam with finger 
and thumb when you make thread wraps around it. 
The designs of foam flies are only constrained by the tier's imagi-

nation. They are visible in all types of water and most light condi-

tions. They float all day, and probably forever, however some ties 

may make casting tricky. 

In general, foam flies are fished in much the same way as fur and 

feather dry flies. Cast above the fish and let the fly drift down to, 

and over the fish.  

Larry showed us a selection of his own designs, and a series of 

photos downloaded from the internet (where you can see many 

ways to tie using foam), then challenged us to make or copy a fly. 

The two best flies won a fly box for their tiers… 

Congratulations Chris Wright and Lois Wilson. 



Megan Davies with two excellent fish, about 2.2 kg, caught off 

Ruato Bay , Rotoiti—jigging with Pat Swift mid pattern rig. 


